RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
important service he rendered, both to Trinity College and to the University, was the part he took in bringing Michael Foster to Cambridge. The first step in this is generally believed to have been taken by George Eliot and George Henry Lewes, who were friends of W. G. Clark, the well-known Shakespearian scholar, who was a Fellow of Trinity. They asked him if some post could not be found in Trinity for Foster. This suggestion was warmly supported by Trotter, with the result that the College established a new post, Praelector in Physiology. Foster came to Cambridge as Praelector in 1870 and remained in it until he was made Professor of Physiology in the University in 1883. The establishment of this Praelectorship enabled physiology to be studied in the University much sooner than it would have been if it had had to wait until the University was in a position to found a Professorship in this subject. Trinity College did the same thing for biochemistry by appointing Gowland Hopkins to a Praelectorship in this subject in 1910, and for geodesy by appointing Sir Gerald Lenox-Conyngham to one in 1921.
A very fundamental change in the method of election to Fellowships in Trinity College was to a very large extent due to the influence of Trotter. Until 1874 the election was determined solely by the performance of the candidates in a written examination, but in that year the College decided that candidates could gain credit not only by their performance in the examination, but also by the merits of a dissertation containing an account of original research carried out by them, which they were allowed to submit to the Electors. This has proved so successful that the paper work in special subjects has been abandoned, and the awards decided on the merits 282